
Change? It's possible

A CROWD MOVES FOR PEACE,
AGAINST BLOOD FEUD

REPORT

MARCH for PEACE in ALBANIA

“A CROWD MOVES

FOR PEACE,

AGAINST BLOOD FEUD”

Bajram Curri, 22 June 2014 

Tirana, 1 July 2014

tel: +355 69 4007283 - +355 69 4007284 - E-mail: colombalbania@gmail.com



Change? It's possible

A CROWD MOVES FOR PEACE,
AGAINST BLOOD FEUD

INTRODUCTION

Operazione Colomba,  the  Nonviolent  Peace  Corps  of  the  Association  Community  Pope  John 
XXIII, is an experience open for those who believe in the power of nonviolence and reconciliation as 
instruments to restore truth and justice in order to solve armed conflicts and to build durable peace. 
The  volunteers  of  Operazione  Colomba engage  in  international  civil  interventions  in  conflict  zones 
through nonviolent peacekeeping, peacemaking and peacebuilding.

In Albania, Operazione Colomba is present since March 2010 and it works in the areas of Shkodër, 
Lezhë, Tiranë and Tropojë, performing the following activities:

1) Monitoring and collection of data about families victim of the blood feud phenomenon;
2) Visits to the members of families involved in blood feuds, offering in specific cases: health 

assistance, food and clothing supply, accompaniments to the hospital, also for those who risk 
their lives because of their being under vendetta;

3) Creation of individual and group paths addressed to women, teenagers and men covering the  
topics of nonviolence and reconciliation;

4) Activities  aimed  at  raising  awareness  within  the  civil  society  about  the  phenomenon  of 
gjakmarrje.

With regards to this,  since two years  Operazione  Colomba organizes monthly demonstrations in 
Shkodër and surrounding areas, with the aims to point out the negative effects of the phenomenon of 
blood feud; to stimulate the population to take a position against the phenomenon of blood feud; to 
push civil society to refuse, to remain indifferent, and become active promoter of the change by opting  
for a nonviolent action toward the phenomenon of blood feud.

To involve and to animate the civil society means to make citizens, institutions, and the State  
responsible concerning: the existence of the phenomenon and that it involves directly or indirectly the 
whole community; the violations of human rights caused by the phenomenon entails; the capacities to  
employ resources and energies at hand to solve the point in question.  

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Tel: +355 69 4007283 - +355 69 4007284 - E-mail: colombalbania@gmail.com

2



Change? It's possible

A CROWD MOVES FOR PEACE,
AGAINST BLOOD FEUD

1. THE MARCH “A CROWD MOVES FOR PEACE, AGAINST BLOOD FEUD”

In March 2013 Operazione Colomba promoted a six month campaign collecting signatures against 
the perpetration of  blood feuds. The campaign, called “5000 Firma për Jetën/5000 signature for life”, 
was addressed to all Albanian citizens. During the campaign nearly 6000 signatures have been collected 
and handed in to the main Albanian authorities,  in order to give inputs to them to adopt efficient 
measures to overcome the phenomenon of  blood feud. 

In 2014, after the mentioned campaign, Operazione Colomba thought to realize an event continuing 
the awareness-raising path among civil society and institutions, highlighting on one side the necessity to 
promote a culture of  forgiveness and reconciliation and, on the other, the demand to implement the 
already existing laws to contrast the phenomenon of  blood feud. 

As  efficient  instrument  to  raise  awareness  and to  promote  personal  and collective  paths  of  
reconciliation, Operazione Colomba organized a peace parade entitled “A crowd moves for peace against 
gjackmarrje”. 

The March, lasted 10 days, occurred from June 22 to July 1 2014 from Bajram Curri to Tirana.  
Some destinations were reached by foot and others by van. In total 130 km were covered in 10 days, 
crossing  several  villages  and  stopping  over  at:  Bajram  Curri,  Fushë  Arrëz,  Pukë,  Laç  Vau  Dejes, 
Shkodër, Kallmët, Lezhë, Laç, Mamurras, Fushë Krujë, Tiranë.  

1.1 Change? It's possible!
The slogan of  the March was “Change? It’s possible!” to underline not only the need and the will  

emerging from different groups of  the society to change with regard to the phenomenon of  blood 
feud, but also that change stems from the participation and the involvement of  everyone. Without the 
engagement  of  the  citizens  on a  social,  political  and institutional  level,  the  fight  to overcome the 
gjakmarrje is,  and would be,  impossible.  At the same time, “Change? It's  possible!” means that  the 
change, namely the solution of  the blood feud issue, holds in the hands of  the Albanian population and 
in its determination and openness toward a future where there is no space for vengeance and violence. 

The initiative was based on the action and the engagement of  two groups of  volunteers. A group 
walked every day to the established destinations. The second one engaged in awareness-raising activities  
addressed to the local population and civil society met in each destinations, through: the distribution of  
leaflets spreading messages of  peace and reconciliation; stands for the subscription of  an appeal for the 
implementation  of  the  Act  No.  9389 of  2005;  the  promotion  of  a  culture  of  reconciliation  and 
nonviolence. 

The March for peace and reconciliation involved numerous Italian volunteers and focused on the 
participation of  the Albanian civil society: individual citizens, religious groups, Albanian associations,  
who marched and participated in the numerous activities organized in each stop-over. 

Since the organization of  the March, the volunteers of  Operazione Colomba considered important 
to involve the Albanian citizens and civil society by all possible means. In that matter, in order to reach 
a large number of  people, especially young persons, an official page of  the initiative was created on the 
Facebook social network and later followed by a public statement and a press conference for the start  
of  the March. Regarding the communicative aspect, it has been fundamental the involvement of  public  
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characters from the show world and influential personalities from national, international and religious  
institutions in order to give the right importance to the initiative and to contribute to create, develop 
and foster a culture of  reconciliation, offering positive models. In the matter of  this,  we recall the 
support  the  March received by the  following artists  through their  videos:  Elhaida Dani and  Kledi 
Kladiu, the religious authority Don Lush Gjergi, the Italo-Albanian association Rinia, sharing a message 
of  peace and reconciliation. 

During the months focused on the preparation of  the March, the volunteers engaged in the 
organization of  promotional meetings and awareness-raising activities in numerous high schools and 
training courses about forgiveness and nonviolent conflict management, together with the collaboration 
of  several parish churches from Shkodër and its surroundings, and Lezhë.

Beyond the spread of  the initiative, the volunteers worked to assure the participation of  local  
associations  which  mainly  operate  in  Shkodër,  Lezhë  and  Tiranë,  and  of  voluntary  organizations 
existing on the territories covered by the itinerary of  the march, meeting personally each of  them.  
Moreover,  aware  of  the  essential  contribution  of  local  institutions  in  the  fight  to  overcome  the 
phenomenon of  blood feud, volunteers contacted and met the mayors and the education and youth  
department members of  each village and town touched by the  route of  the  initiative,  in order  to  
encourage the widest possible participation. These meetings, besides giving the necessary organizational 
and logistic support to the initiative, represented an opportunity to get to know better and in depth the  
territories from where lots of  families under vendetta come from and still live. 

The organizers closely interacted with police commissioners, involving five districts operating in 
Kukës, Shkodër, Lezhë, Tiranë and Durrës, not only for public order and logistic purposes but also  to 
strengthen and to make the collaboration more effective and stringent to contrast the problem of  
gjakmarrje.

The  commitment  and  professionalism  showed  by  the  police  force  during  the  initiative 
represented both a tangible sign of  the presence and the commitment of  the State, and a step further  
regarding a stronger collaboration between associations working for the peaceful  resolution of  the 
conflict between families and the police.  

1.2 The aims of  the March
The principal goals of  the initiatives were: the promotion of  a culture of  peace, life, forgiveness, 

and reconciliation; to gain a wider visibility, also at an international level, about the problem of  blood 
feud;  to  encourage  the  Albanian  institutions  to  take  a  strong  and  clear  position  through  the  
implementation, at all levels, of  the Act n. 9389 dated 4th May 2005. 

In all the activities related with the preparation and also during the occurrence of  the March, 
particular attention and centrality were given to the topic of  reconciliation, underlining its value and 
emphasizing the need of  individual and communitarian reconciliation paths, to introduce as true heroes 
the ones who forgive. In this way, the intention was to overturn the common mentality by which who 
“takes the blood of  the killed family member” acts in an heroic way because he brings the lost honour  
back to himself, the own family and the deceased. 

For this reason, during the organization of  the March and after it, special attention was devoted 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Tel: +355 69 4007283 - +355 69 4007284 - E-mail: colombalbania@gmail.com

4

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gQloUjmakjA&list=UUMzNlShM9SO5m1yM53i6wQg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dmDSgNao4kk&list=UUMzNlShM9SO5m1yM53i6wQg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=I0DqxZ91ggM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=I0DqxZ91ggM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nE3QbEG2YYw


Change? It's possible

A CROWD MOVES FOR PEACE,
AGAINST BLOOD FEUD

to the search of  those ones who decided not to seek revenge, but to reconcile with the family from 
which  they  suffered  the  injustice,  offence,  and  the  homicide  of  a  family  member.  Their  public  
testimonies have been precious. The fortitude to expose, to share their past, being disposed to reopen 
old wounds, represented sometimes painful but fundamental efforts to demonstrate that it is possible  
to realize an alternative to hate and to the desire of  vengeance. For these reasons, the testimonies of  
these persons have to be appraised, without stopping offering them a space and the attention they  
deserve. Concretely, the aims pursued during the March were the following:
- To raise awareness among civil society about the phenomenon of  gjakmarrje and to promote a 

culture of  forgiveness and reconciliation against any form of  violence, through: the testimonies of  
people  who work  for  peace  in  different  conflict  zones;  conferences  about  forgiveness;  public  
speeches of  people who decided not to seek revenge; artistic exhibitions; distribution of  leaflets;  
and the spread of  videos through social network supporting the initiative and the reconciliation;

- To remember all the victims of  gjakmarrje (blood feud) e hakmarrje (vengeance) through symbolic 
moments of  silence organized during each stop of  the March. 

- To bring the phenomenon to the media and institutional attention through public statements and 
press conference1. 

- To ask, through the subscription of  a Petition, for the implementation of  the Act No. 9389 dated  
4th May 2005, referring to the Creation and the Functioning of  the Coordination Council for the 
fight against gjakmarrje.

1.3 A Petition to promote the culture of  reconciliation and to contrast violence to protect life
One of  the  instrument  employed  to  involve  the  Albanian  citizens,  the  civil  society  and the 

institutions was the subscription to an appeal2 covering the aims of  the initiative, the commitment to 

1For a partial press review on the media about the peace march, please refer to the following links: Zeri i Amerikes, Voice of  
America; Mapo on line;-Drita islame.al;-Gazeta Shiptare on line; Ora news; Gazeta Dita; Panorama; A1 Report; 
2The complete text of  the Petition: 
Peace Parade in Albania - 22 JUNE - 1 JULY 2014 From Bajram Curri to Tirana
The blood feud phenomenon violates the fundamental human rights, first of  all the right to LIFE! Moreover the phenomenon of  
blood feuds damages the union, the stability and the future of  the whole Albania. Promoting the culture of  Peace and Nonviol -
ence gives rise to reconciliation processes among families victims of  blood feuds and originates collective reconciliation processes.  
This could be an effective way to overcome the phenomenon: the Albanian citizens will no longer need to take the law into their  
own hands because the National Institutions will be able to protect their rights! The mobilization of  the national and international 
civil society is needed, THEREFORE undersigning this appeal, we ask the Albanian Institutions to take on
- providing the State with an Institutional/Legal Instrument aimed to overcoming the blood feud phenomenon;
- implementing immediately the Act No. 9389, dated 4th May 2005, aimed to create the Coordination Council against 

the phenomenon of  blood feud, as provided by the same law;
- bring to justice those who are prosecuted for crimes due to blood feuds;
- promoting a culture of  Peace based on the respect of  Human Rights, first of  all the right to Life.

As stakeholders of  the national and international civil society, undersigning this appeal, we will be committed:

- not to use violence in the case of  a conflict and to respect human life anyway;
- to promote the nonviolent conflict resolution approach through reconciliation processes;
- to commemorate every victim of  violence, including the victims of  blood feuds;
- to let the personal histories of  people who chose forgiveness and reconciliation instead of  revenge be known;
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promote  reconciliation  on  different  levels,  individual,  social,  institutional  and  legislative.  Besides  
informing and raising awareness among civil society and the institutions about the necessity of  a strong  
and incisive engagement for a nonviolent conflict resolution, the Petition encouraged the institutions to 
undertake a real commitment for the respect of  the law and the impartial and definitive implementation 
of  the authorities’ criminal sentences, guaranteeing the exercise and the functioning of  justice. 

As described above, one of  the goal of  the initiative was to recall the attention on the Act No. 
9389 of  2005, approved by the Albanian Parliament – but still not implemented – and at the same time  
asking  for  its  enforcement.  The  mentioned  act  provides  the  creation  and  the  functioning  of  a 
Coordination  Council  for  the  fight  against  blood  feud.  The  implementation  of  this  legislative 
instrument  would represent  an important  step and a  strong commitment  of  the  Albanian State  – 
maybe even the best and definitive resolution of  the problem – to face the issue of  blood feud and to  
the indirectly correlated issues, such as: the methodology to manage interpersonal and social conflicts;  
the functioning of  justice; the level of  corruption within the public administration;  the investment on 
education and culture. 

In only 10 days, 26813 people signed and subscribed the Petition, mostly Albanian citizens and 
few internationals. An equal number of  men and women signed the Petition. 

This first data show that the problem is perceived by both women and men without a gender 
based difference. Moreover, considering the year of  birth of  the subscribers, we can notice how the 
Petition  reached  all  generations  in  a  proportional  way,  demonstrating  that  the  phenomenon  of  
gjakmarrje is identified as a problem not only by the elderly and adult people abut also by the youngest 
persons.

In addition to the associations which took part in the initiative, the Petition was also signed by the 
representatives of  public institutions, for instance: the President of  the Albanian Parliament Mr. Ilir  
Meta, the Minister of  Local Mr. Affairs Bledi Çuçi, the President of  the Parliamentary Commission for 
the  National  Security  Mr.  Spartak  Braho,  the  President  of  the  Parliamentary  Commission for  the 
Integration in the European Union Mrs. Majlinda Bregu, the Majors of  the municipalities of  Puke,  
Fushë Arrez and Laç Vau Dejes.

The Petition was also published on-line, reaching 253 people around the world, gaining in this 
way a global visibility. Among the signatures collected on-line, we record some from Italian politicians 
and others from representatives of  international associations. 

The number of  subscriptions to the Petition achieved in few days confirms that citizens perceive  
the problem of  gjakmarrje and of  the high level of  conflict, which often results in brutal violence, as 
something on which it is necessary to intervene and to urgently be committed to. In particular, the 
opportunity for dialogue created with the citizens during the collection of  the signatures highlighted  
the need of  a major presence of  the State for the solution of  the problem and a direct intervention on  
justice on the level of  corruption existing in some of  the public administrative and education sectors.  
Over against the widespread resignation towards the idea that something actually will  improve, the  
society keeps alive the hope that the situation will positively change. Citizens need to feel and “practice” 
in their daily life that they are not by themselves, that the State protects them and guarantees the respect 
of  law and the functioning of  justice. This is briefly the thought of  the majority of  people when we 
asked them about the solution of  blood feud and of  the high level of  violence within the Albanian 
society and specifically within families. 

- to promote the creation of  a movement for the culture of  life, respect of  each other and reconciliation, aimed to in -
citing the Albanian Institutions to promulgate laws focused on overcoming the phenomenon and to guarantee their  
respect.

3The signatures are available scanned both in chronological and alphabetic order. 
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2 “FIGHT FOR PEACE, CHOOSE THE LIFE”4:  THE REALIZATION OF THE MARCH

The Peace March against blood feud in support of  reconciliation was an extraordinary experience 
thanks to the moments lived along the itinerary, the number of  people and associations involved, the 
awareness-raising moments and to the shared testimonies about peace and reconciliation.

We estimate  that  during  the  March and stops  about  300 people,  both Albanian  and foreign 
citizens,  took part  in  it,  in  addition to the  number of  persons contacted and involved during  the 
itinerary and the moments of  sensitizing in the villages and cities touched by the route. 

We  distributed  approximately  10.000  leaflets  having  a  message  of  peace  and  reconciliation, 
meaning that at least 10.000 people got to know the initiative. There was a remarkable involvement of  
associations  and  voluntary  organizations  of  the  Catholic  Church  and  of  the  Islamic  Community. 
Shown below are some of  the associations who contributed and participated actively in the realization 
of  the  initiative:  Peace  Ambassadors; Justice  and  Peace; Patriotic  Association  of  the   Dukagjin; Sant’Egidio  
Community; World Vision; Centre of  psychological support for children of  Scutari; Scout Association of  Albania; the  
Albanian Red Cross, that the last day of  the March in Tirana supported the initiative organizing a space 
for the donation of  blood, with the slogan “Do not take blood, give life!”.

Numerous and essential was the involvement of  the parish churches and catholic missionaries 
from the interested areas, who contributed to spread and facilitate the participation of  their believers.  
Moreover, also the Catholic Bishops of  the Shkodër, Lezhë, Sapë and Tiranë Dioceses personally took 
part in it.

Equally crucial was the contribution of  the Islamic Community and specifically of  the Myftnia of  
Shkodër  and  Tiranë,  who  encouraged  and  supported  the  peace  initiative  sending  messages  of  
reconciliation  and  of  life,  showing  its  commitment  to  concretely  contribute  to  overcome  the 
phenomenon of  blood feud. 

In each place the March stopped,  Operazione Colomba organized an institutional moment with 
Majors and/or their representatives. Each of  them received symbolically a sign of  peace and commit 
for reconciliation: a copy of  the Act No. 9389 of  2005 and the flag, the t-shirt and the neckerchief,  
worn  also  by  the  participants  to  the  initiative.  The  institutional  public  moments  represented  the 
opportunity to ask the institutions for their commitment to fight the phenomenon of  blood feud and 
to support, also at a political and State level, paths of  peace and reconciliation. Particularly appreciated 
was the involvement of  the representative of  the Ombudsman of  Tiranë.  

Along the March,  two moments were devoted to formative meetings.  One of  the topic was  
about forgiveness. It was realized through conferences hold by experts, such as Father Lush Gjergi and  
Father Gianfranco Testa; the second moment focused on the testimonies of  volunteers of  Operazione 
Colomba  who  operated  –  and  still  work  – in  different  conflict  areas:  Kosovo,  Sierra  Leon, 
Israel/Palestine, Colombia, Congo, Syria/Lebanon. The idea to sharing stories on peace and conflicts 
affecting other populations in the world contributed to expand the horizons and raise awareness about 
the need of  a national commitment for peace and reconciliation.

During  these  moments,  in  Pukë and Laç,  two local  artists,  original  from Shkodër,  offered a 
spectacle of  traditional music and poetry about the topics of  forgiveness, peace and the protection of  
the value of  life. In each square where the marchers stopped, a public creative and artistic moment was 
organized,  especially  addressed to children and teenagers, through drawing and painting workshops 
where  it  was  possible  to  approach  in  a  different  way  the  issues  of  vengeance  and reconciliation.  

4The sentence was written by a citizen of  Bajram Curri in the “Book of  Reconciliation”. The “Book of  Reconciliation” took 
the form of  a daily diary of  the March. This object was displayed in each destination and gave the chance to the participants 
and passengers to share ideas, feelings, impressions on the initiative and on the topic of  reconciliation. 
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Moreover, all the passengers and participants had the chance to write thoughts, impressions, ideas and 
suggestions in the “Book of  Reconciliation”, the daily diary prepared by the organizers of  the March.  

Two public moments were held after the arrival at each village. In the first one, the organizers  
were marking the itinerary made until that village on a map where the whole path was traced. The 
second one was divided in three parts: the first one was devoted to remember the victims of  violence,  
particularly for hakmarrje and gjakmarrje, through the creation of  a circle and a minute of  silence; in the 
second one, negative words were written on balloons. The words recalled concepts threatening and 
destroying the unity of  the Albanian population (e.g. “vengeance”, “conflict”, “homicide”, “gjakmarrje”, 
“hakmarrje”, “violence”). Afterwards, the balloons were exploded symbolizing the will to remove these 
realities  of  death  from  the  lives  of  the  Albanian  population;  in  the  third  part,  on  the  contrary,  
organizers wrote few words on a banner which at the end of  the initiative formed the sentence: “Let's  
unite for reconciliation and engage together for the value of  life”. In the last stage of  the March, the 
letters which composed the sentence have been written on balloons who were eventually thrown in the 
air, symbolizing that the commitment of  the participants was entrusted to all Albania.

3 ENGAGE TOGETHER FOR THE VALUE OF LIFE: THE “AFTER – MARCH”

The initiative which led to walk through almost half  Albania, does not close with the first of  July  
2014, when the March was concluded. The preparation months and the development of  the initiative 
brought to create relations and collaborations (between institutions and citizens, civil society, political,  
state and political institutions), to move ideas, projects, human resources and positive energy that it is  
not possible to archive as something without value for the present and future. It is impossible to forget  
the expressions of  the persons met who have the will to change, who listened with hope to the words  
of  forgiveness, justice, reconciliation and who asked for help to solve the dramatic problem of  blood 
feud which keeps destroying the life of  lots of  people. 

The commitment in promoting a culture of  peace, reconciliation, forgiveness, nonviolence needs 
to proceed, aware of  the need to act soon, because the problem of  gjakmarrje concerns the all Country 
and not only the families directly involved. It is for these reasons that after the March, on July 23, a  
group of  volunteers  of  Operazione  Colomba together with the general  President  of  the Association 
Community Pope John XXIII, met the President of  the Republic Mr. Bujar Nishani 5.  The meeting 
aimed at informing him about the activities run in Albania with regards to the phenomenon of  blood 
feud and specifically to ask about the implementation phase of  the Act No. 9389 of  2005. Moreover,  
volunteers expressed serious and growing concern because of  the high level of  conflict within the 
Country  and the  consequential  criminal  and violent  episodes  that  lead  to  vindictive  and rampant  
phenomena. The President Mr. Nishani stated that the phenomena of  hakmarrje and gjakmarrje “require 
a  multidimensional  treatment  that  needs  to  be  addressed  through  educational,  social,  cultural  and 
communitarian and legal actions”. Finally the President guaranteed that with the publication of  the 
legal acts for the creation of  the “Coordination Council for the fight against blood feud” released by  
the  Executive,  he will  commit  himself  to  assuring  the  implementation  of  the  mentioned  state 
apparatus.

Alongside the public institutional and religious meetings, in order to nurture attention on the 
engagement on reconciliation,  the  volunteers  worked with a group of  young people  coming from 
families under vendetta. The teenagers met during the months, every two weeks, to prepare themselves 
for the March. During the peace March they contributed with some shots for a video supporting the 
5 Please, see the article published on the official page of  the Presidency of  the Republic of  Albania. 
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reconciliation process. The group proposed to produce a video about reconciliation. 
Moreover, next October, on the basis of  Operazione Colomba’s research and the experience on the 

field, it will be published a dossier on the current situation of  the phenomenon, including statistical  
data, considerations and concrete proposals of  measures to contrast the phenomena of  gjakmarrje and 
hakmarrje.

4. “THE ONE WHO FORGIVES IS STRONGER THAN THE ONE WHO KILLS”6: CONCLUSION

In conclusion of  this brief  report on the initiative of  last June, it is definitely possible to affirm 
that the commitment for reconciliation, to protect and to promote the value of  life and to encourage 
the development of  a culture of  peace where conflicts are solved in a nonviolent way, requires time and 
the contribution of  everyone. We experimented that where associations, State and religious institutions,  
work together – each on the basis of  its own competences and experiences – it is feasible to make a  
more concrete step towards the conflict resolution. The coordination of  all the efforts and resources 
on the  field  becomes a priority  for  the  removal  of  the  blood feud.  It  is  for  this  reason that  the  
volunteers of  Operazione Colomba will not only proceed to stay at the side of  the families involved in 
blood feud to facilitate reconciliation processes and to create bridges of  dialogue between the sides, as  
they do since years, but they will  work without interruption with all  the instruments they have to  
promote  a  culture  of  nonviolence,  life  and  reconciliation  and  to  overcome  the  phenomenon  of  
gjakmarrje on several levels: institutional, political, religious, social and cultural.  

The dream about an Albania without violence, vengeance, self  reclusion, conflicts will be and is 
possible if  everyone will act to create the conditions to make it accomplishable. The above mentioned 
sentence, “The one who forgives is stronger than the one who kills”, written by a citizen from Bajram Curri, is 
not  a  slogan  representing  a  vain  hope,  but  rather  it  is  and  can  become  possible  at  a  personal,  
communitarian,  social  level  if  everyone  commits  to  include  it  as  a  fundamental  principle  in  the  
Albanian country, starting from justice. Justice, instead of  focusing only on the criminal aspect, could 
move the attention on the victims of  the phenomenon and on their family members, offering social,  
moral and spiritual support and, in some cases, economic aid. In doing that, who is touched by the 
vengeance would not find himself  alone, facing the pain for the loss, provoked by the situation and  
would be helped to choose alternative paths giving value to life. This kind of  justice would not exclude 
the legal sentence and  certainty of  legal  punishment for the ones committing the homicide,  but it  
would identify an additional path: the one of  rehabilitation, first of  all addressed to the victim and to  
his family members and later to the guilty party. 

The  path  is  long  and  complex  but  as  the  engagement  showed  at  the  end  of  the  March  
emphasizes, to “engage together for the value of  life” is possible, and, above all, it has already started.

6 Sentence written by a citizen of  Bajram Curri in the “Book of  Reconciliation”.
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